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7-12 and 18-20 have been cancelled 



sing unpatentable over Minamino et 



REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3-6, and 13-17 are now present in this application. 
Claims 1, 3 and 4 have been amended, and claims 2, \ 
without prejudice or disclaimer. Reconsideration of the application, as amended, is respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 1 and 7 stand rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Minamino et 
aL, U.S. Patent 6,657,929. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claims 8-10 and 15-20 stand rejected under 35 1 USC as being unpatentable over 
Minamino et aL in view of the Applicant's Admitted Pricjr Art. This refection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Claims 1 1-14 stand rejected under 35 USC 103 as b 
al. in view of Guisante et al., U.S. Patent 6,265,919. This rej< ction is respectftdly traversed. 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge that the Examixer considers claims 2-6 to contain 
allowable subject matter* Without conceding the appropria eness of the Examiner's rejections, 
but simply to expedite prosecution of this application, it is nc ted that limitations from objected-to 
but allowable claim 2 have been incorporated into it dependent claim 1. Accordingly, 
independent claim 1 and its dependent claims should n<jiw be in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 35 USC 102 ajid 103 rejections are respectfully 
requested. 

Favorable reconsideration and an early Notice of Allowance axe earnestly solicited. 
In the event that any outstanding matters remain i i this application, the Examiner is 
invited to contact the undersigned at (703) 205-8000 in the Vf ashington, D.C. area, 
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PAGE 8/9 ' RCVD AT 1 1/7/2006 6:01 :14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-€FXRF-5/0 * DNB:2738300 ' CSID:703 205 8050 * DURATION (mm-ss):0244 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



'NOV-07-2006 TUE 05:51 Pff SSKB 



FAX NO. 703 205 8050 



P 



Application No. 10/623,576 

Amendment dated November 7, 2006 

After Final Office Action of September 8, 2006 



Docket No.:3722-015SP 



application to be in condition for 
nit be entered for the purposes of 
grounds of rejection and therefore 



In the event the Examiner does not consider this 
allowance, it is respectfully requested that this Amendm 
Appeal. This Amendment should overcome the current 

simplify the issues for Appeal. Nonetheless, it should bej unnecessary to proceed to Appeal 
because the instant application should now be in condition far allowance. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies, 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Ac jount No* 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R- §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Dated: November 7, 2006 




lly subimtted^) 



eyMuncy 



C ( Registration ]&o.: 32,334 ft ^ ^ 
\ 0 BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 



8110 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 74^: 

Falls Church|Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for . Applicant 
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